Where Paths Do Lead
Part Il of the Gilchrist story

William Gilchrist’s grandparents emigrated from Scotland to Puslinch, Wellington
County in 18 . John Gilchrist and his wife Ann, nee Taylor, were natives of
Skipness, Scotland. Their son Peter Gilchrist married Margaret Wilkinson in Puslinch.
William Alexander was their youngest son. The Gilchrist family farmed in the
Killean area of SW Puslinch, so many are buried in the Killean Cemetery.

William Alexander Gilchrist (1877-1956) married Mary
Elizabeth Scott (1881-1958) of nearby North Dumfries

. Township, Waterloo County on 29 January 1908. William was
= then farming near Weyburn, SK and
! he and Mary returned to the west.

Their sons William McKenzie Gilchrist (1909-2003) and
Peter Alexander Gilchrist b.1912 were born in Weyburn,
Saskatchewan. Known as Bill and Alex the boys grew up on
farm in the Weyburn area.

After attending Kelvington, SK and Chatham,
ON high schools, Bill studied one year at the
University of Manitoba, returning to
Saskatchewan in 1931 to work in the zinc
plant of the newly built Flin Flon mine. His
teenaged brother Alex also worked in the
zinc plant. Bill returned to school in Ontario
in the fall and graduated from Queen’s :
University with a degree in mining and :
metallurgy in 1936. Their parents had moved \ _a'[ l N
to the Nut Lake Indian Reserve, SK where —
their father William A. had been hired as Resident Farmer by the federal
government.

Bill, left and Alex, right in photo

Alex learned to fly while working at the mine and in 1935 joined the Royal Air Force
in the UK for a pilot’s officer’s course. By the time the Second World War broke out,



Alex was a Flight Lieutenant. His brother Bill also enlisted with the Royal Canadian
Engineers.

Working at the Flin Flon mine as young men shaped both of their futures. Bill's
mining and metallurgy degree led to a career in mining.

Below is Puslinch Historical Society’s past president Anna
Jackson’s presentation to PHS at a Remembrance Day
meeting of the society. She mentions the Royal Air Force
Escaping Society, a charity set up in 1946 to provide help to
those in the former occupied countries who put their lives
at risk to assist and save members of the "Royal Air

Forces" (that is, Air Forces of the British Commonwealth) who
were attempting to escape and evade capture.
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Below is Puslinch Historical
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a Remembrance Day meeting of
the society. She mentions the
Royal Air Force Escaping
Society, a charity set up in 1946
to provide help to those in the
former occupied countries who
put their lives at risk to assist
and save members of the "Royal
Air Forces" (that is, Air Forces of
the British Commonwealth) who
were attempting to escape and
evade capture.

: ~ —Central Canadian
IN COMMAND—Group Capt. P. A.

Gilchrist, D.F.C., of the R.CA.F.,

will command U.S. and Canadian
‘air force units in Exercise Sweet-
briar,. the joint winter training
-operation to be held in Yukon and
Alaska in JFebruary. Group Capt.
‘Gilchrist is commandant of the joint
air training centre at Rivers, Man.
He is a native of Weyburn, Sask.
He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Gil-
christ, Blenheim road, Galt, Ont.
Lieut.-Gen. Chamberlain, command-

My first memories of WWII are limited to parties for departing community young men who had
enlisted and were leaving for over-seas, some of them never to return. Our Church features a
plaque listing the names of four, two of whom were from nei ghboring Beverly Township.
Other than those local memories, we had young family members who also enlisted,
and were tragically listed as missing and presumably killed in action.
The person I will talk about had better luck. He was my father’s first cousin, who had
grown up in Saskatchewan, came with his brother to attend high school in Chatham, Ontario,
where one of his Aunts lived. Alex had high hopes of attending University in an acronautical
course, but this did not work out, so he learned to fly at the mine at Flin Flon where he worked
later as a young man. In 1935 he went to the UK, joined the Royal Air Force for a pilot officer's
course. His training was in Iran, Egypt and India By the time the war broke out he was a senior
officer. CLIPPING. He was already a Flight Lieut. in 1940
He flew over Germany many times before he was shot down and was awarded a
Distinguished Flying Cross, for showing great determination, courage and keenness in carrying
out his missions at night over enemy territory.
In 1941 there was a report that he was on the Casualty list. His parents sent a cable
"Name in Casuality List. Please cable particulars" and this is the typical Alex answer "Casualty
List a mistake." His Mother wrote to us “Can you beat that for brevity!”

As a result of being missing for six months he became a member of the Royal Air Force
Escaping Society which I first heard about at his funeral a few years ago. After being shot down,
I'believe he made his way to Switzerland, where he was probably linked up with the French

Underground; I can remember him telling us that he felt every dog in France barked at him, as he
walked across France on his way to Spain, and freedom.

When the first Canadian Bomber Squadron was formed in 1941 it was under the
command of Wing Commander P.A. Gilchrist. After freedom, it was no longer safe for him to
fly over Europe, 5o he spent the rest of the war in Atlantic Transport. Post-war he transferred to
RCAF keeping his wing commander status; he took a course in National Defence and was then

posted to Rivers as Group Commander of the joint air training centre at Rivers Man. then St.
Hubert Air Base, on the South Shore at Montreal,

 reception following was at the Officers’ Mess.

s We were at his military funeral at Downsview in 1990 - a very impressive service; the

AIDED by Wing-Commander Gilchrist,_D.E.C., since
reported missing, Sergeant Air Gunner Mar’rm, former
telegraph operator tries out a new life preserver.
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