
Where Paths Do Lead
Part II of the Gilchrist story

William Gilchrist’s grandparents emigrated from Scotland to Puslinch, Wellington 
County in 18    .  John Gilchrist and his wife Ann, nee Taylor, were natives of 
Skipness, Scotland. Their son Peter Gilchrist married Margaret Wilkinson in Puslinch.
William Alexander was their youngest son.  The Gilchrist family farmed in the 
Killean area of SW Puslinch, so many are buried in the Killean Cemetery.

William Alexander Gilchrist (1877-1956) married Mary 
Elizabeth Scott (1881-1958) of nearby North Dumfries 
Township, Waterloo County on 29 January 1908. William was 
then farming near Weyburn, SK and
he and Mary returned to the west. 

Their sons William McKenzie Gilchrist (1909-2003) and
Peter Alexander Gilchrist b.1912 were born in Weyburn,
Saskatchewan. Known as Bill and Alex the boys grew up on a
farm in the Weyburn area. 

After attending Kelvington, SK and Chatham,
ON high schools, Bill studied one year at the
University of Manitoba, returning to
Saskatchewan in 1931 to work in the zinc
plant of the newly built Flin Flon mine. His
teenaged brother Alex also worked in the
zinc plant.  Bill returned to school in Ontario
in the fall and graduated from Queen’s
University with a degree in mining and
metallurgy in 1936. Their parents had moved
to the Nut Lake Indian Reserve, SK where
their father William A. had been hired as Resident Farmer by the federal 
government. 

                     Bill, left and Alex, right in photo
Alex learned to fly while working at the mine and in 1935 joined the Royal Air Force 
in the UK for a pilot’s officer’s course. By the time the Second World War broke out, 



Alex was a Flight Lieutenant.  His brother Bill also enlisted with the Royal Canadian 
Engineers. 
     Working at the Flin Flon mine as young men shaped both of their futures. Bill’s 
mining and metallurgy degree led to a career in mining.                                   

          

 
Below is Puslinch Historical Society’s past president Anna 
Jackson’s presentation to PHS at a Remembrance Day 
meeting of the society. She mentions the Royal Air Force 
Escaping Society, a charity set up in 1946 to provide help to
those in the former occupied countries who put their lives 
at risk to assist and save members of the "Royal Air 
Forces" (that is, Air Forces of the British Commonwealth) who 
were attempting to escape and evade capture.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations
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